I am a Methodist: Christ calls me
a sermon preached at Cuba UMC on July 22, 2012 by Joseph Frana
John 3
John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not
condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not
believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 19 “This is the basis for judgment: The light
came into the world, and people loved darkness more than the light, for their actions are evil. 20
All who do wicked things hate the light and don’t come to the light for fear that their actions will
be exposed to the light. 21 Whoever does the truth comes to the light so that it can be seen that
their actions were done in God.”

Wesley led the people called Methodists not to be some new religious movement but simply to be
real Christians. That is what is special about the Methodist heritage – we are simply seeking to
be real Christians – and this is what makes us as Methodists special. What does it mean to be
real Christian? Head and Heart. Theology and Practice. Personal and Social. Grace and
Responsibility. Etc. All this is summarized in what may be the key theological contribution of
the Wesleyan movement – Wesley actually though we could be really Christian – he called this
being “really Christian” sanctification – being made holy. You may have heard the term
“Christian perfection.” This is the central Methodist calling – “To spread Scriptural holiness
across the land” We have a calling to do particular work and to be particular people. We have a
mission from God! And we as Methodists are specially positioned for this ministry.

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but to save the world through him.
We have probably heard the verse a million times, yet - if you are like me, you never get
tired of it. It is flat out good news. God did something. This isn't some abstract, "God

loves you" -- this is the message of a concrete gift. God gave his Son that we may have
eternal life. God sent Jesus to teach us, be with us, eat with us and more! This isn't the
good news of a principle. This is the good news of a fact.
God became skin and bones in Jesus Christ. And this is news for the whole world.
"For God so loved the whole world."
And it is GOOD news -- "God sent his Son into the world not to condemn but to save
the world through him." Can I hear an Alleluia!
This is dance worthy stuff. This is sing worthy stuff.
God sent his Son to save, not to condemn -- because he loves you, because he loves me,
and because he loves our neighbors (including the so-called weeds).
I desire that this not only be good news that you have been told, but I desire that it is
good news that you know in your gut.
When I started going to the local Methodist church at the invitation of a friend in junior
high, they told be about the good news of Jesus. I thought "Cool" but didn't think much
more about it. Then in the middle of a prayer meeting, I "heard" a voice in my heart
that addressed me by name, "Joseph, I am real and I love you." At that moment I did get
up and dace. At that moment I did get up and sing. A day or so later, I went and
talked to the pastor about the experience. He celebrated with me and said that
Methodists even have a fancy phrase to talk about just such an expreience -- John
Wesley, one of the leaders of the Methodist movement, called such an experience "the
inner witness of the Holy Spirit." He got the wording from Rom. 8:16, "16 The same
Spirit agrees with our spirit, that we are God’s children."
That day, I not only believed what people had told me about the good news, but God's
own spirit witnessed to my own spirit. It was wonderful! And it is my desire that all
you may have a similar joy. If any want to talk about such a joy and know it for
yourself, please let me know and I would be delighted to visit with you about it.
That day was not the end of my journey -- far from it.
So I was convinced -- in head and in heart. What difference did it make?
To tell you the truth -- probably little to nothing.
God had given everything for my benefit -- and what was my response?

"Thanks for the gift of your Son for my salvation and everything, but I am going to live
my life for my self thank you very much."
If you are honest, how different is your attitude and soul-situation. You may be
convinced in your head that God loves the world and is working to save it. You may
even be convinced in your heart that God love you and has made you his child through
Jesus Christ. But what difference does it really make?
Do you have a different job because of your discipleship to Jesus Christ?
Do you have a different place of living because of your discipleship?
Do you spend money any differently because of discipleship?
Do you relate to your neighbors any differently because of discipleship?
Do you relate to your enemies any differently because of discipleship?
Do you relate to your government any differnetly because of discipleship?
Do you eat differently?
Dress differntly?
What difference does discipleship make in your life? -- Is the world any different
because you are a disciple of Jesus Christ?
If I were asked these questions about 10 years ago, I would have had to answer "No, my
discipleship makes no difference in my life or in the world's going ons."
But then something happened.
I was at a youth rally and watching a play about the white throne judgement of Jesus.
Revelation 20:11-15 reads . . .
11 ¶ And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth
and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw the
dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book
was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things
which were written in the books, according to their works. 13 And the sea gave up the
dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them:
and they were judged every man according to their works. 14 And death and hell were
cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And whosoever was not found
written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.

Eph. 2:8-10 reads You are saved by God’s grace through faith. This salvation is God’s
gift. It’s not something you possessed. It’s not something you did that you can be proud
of. Instead, we are God’s accomplishment, created in Christ Jesus to do good things.
God planned for these good things to be the way that we live our lives.
So there I was. Metaphorically slapped accross the back of the head by the Holy Spirit.
There I recognized that God had given everything for my benefit and I had not given a
darn tooting thing in response.
Jesus Christ suffered and died for me. By his faithfulness he had made it possible for
me to be right with the Father and right with the rest of the world. Jesus Christ saved
me. And my response was an insult to such a grand gift.
Imagine that I had been handed the most beautiful, useful, valuable thing immaginable
and I said, "Eh." and then put it in a drawer.
Is not such a response sickening.
Realizing my situation I was sickened and my knees buckled and I wept at my
disgusting and limp response to God's wonderful gift.
I realized that my relationship was not just about "Getting right with God," "Getting
saved," "Getting my ticket to heaven" or any such expression of cheap grace.
God's grace is a responsible grace. God's gifts are freely given, but they come with
terms; God's gifts come with a calling. You do not and can not earn God's grace, but
you must do something with God's grace.
John3: 19 “This is the basis for judgment: The light came into the world, and people loved
darkness more than the light, for their actions are evil. 20 All who do wicked things hate the light
and don’t come to the light for fear that their actions will be exposed to the light. 21 Whoever
does the truth comes to the light so that it can be seen that their actions were done in God.”
God gave his Son for our salvation. The light came into the world.

But as I showed in my own life, "People loved darkness more than the light." I had been
given everything, I knew that truth it in my head and in my heart, but still I lived my
own life as I saw fit.
But God did not leave me alone to such a limp and insulting response to his
overwhelming gift in Jesus Christ. God got my attention
"Joseph, I love you. I gave you everything for your benefit, I gave you my whole self for
when I gave my Son to save you. I gave this gift to you freely, not because you deserve
it, but because I love you. But Joseph your limp response to this good gift of mine
breaks my heart, frankly Joseph, your response is sickening. And I warn you -- it
matters how you respond to this gift I give you.
"This is the basis for judgment: The light came into the world, and people loved darkness more
than the light, for their actions are evil. 20 All who do wicked things hate the light and don’t
come to the light for fear that their actions will be exposed to the light. 21 Whoever does the truth
comes to the light so that it can be seen that their actions were done in God.
11 ¶ And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth
and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw the
dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book
was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things
which were written in the books, according to their works. 13 And the sea gave up the
dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them:
and they were judged every man according to their works.
"They were judged every man according to their works"
"According to their works"
Our response to the free gift of God makes a difference.
At that youth rally, sickened, on my knees weeping, I realized that truth. God had
given everything, and I had responsed with nothing. That would no longer be the case.
That day, sickened, on my knees weeping, I gave away my life to God. "God, you gave
me your all, today I give you my all. I am no longer my own. I am yours."
That day, I became a real Christian.

That day, I became a Methodist.
For you see, John Wesley and his crew did not begin the Methodist movement over any
theological or political disagreement. Unlike Martin Luther who nailed his
disagreements with the Roman Church on the door in Wittenburg to begin the
Protestant Reformation, John Wesley had no beef with the established church of his
English homeland. Unlike Henry VIII who broke the relationship with the Roman
church over matters of political authority, John Wesley had no beef with the political
rulers of his day, King George III and his parliment.
No, the people called methodists were not trying to seek a new theology or a new
church -- rather they were seeking new creations.
The people called methodist were not trying to start a new religious movement -- they
were simply trying to be real Christians. The established church of England knew with
its head, and sometimes even with its heart the gift of God in Jesus Christ -- but its
response was limp in the face of such a wonderful gift. What makes John Wesley
remarkable is that he thought that people could actually respond to God's grace -- He
though God was serious when God said, "Be holy as I am holy." John Wesley thought
that people could be real Christians. He called this life of being a real Christian, the life
of sanctification.
So this is what I mean when I say, "I am a Methodist" I simply mean that I am trying to
be a real Christian. I take Jesus seriously. I work to respond well to the grace given by
God in Jesus Christ.
And just like in the weeks past, when I say, "I am a Methodist" the interesting part of
that statement is not about me -- again the interesting part of the statement is about
Jesus. In this case, "I am a Methodist" means that "Jesus calls me."
I did not come to have a head and heart knowledge of the love of God on my own.
Jesus called me to himself.
I did not come to surrender my life to God on my own. Jesus called me to himself.

"I am a Methodist" is not mostly a statement about the building I hang out in on Sunday
morning, or the theology that I teach, or any other thing like that.
The statement "I am a Methodist" is mostly a statement about the gracious reality that
Jesus calls me to be his disciple -- to responsd to the love and grace of God in a way
worthy of that love and grace.
And the reality is that Christ calls us all to that life of responsible grace.
Like me you may have a head knowledge of the love and grace of God.
Like me you may have a heart knowlege of the love and grace of God.
But I ask in the name of Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, given to you for your
salvation -- how have you responded to this amazing love and grace?
"I am a Methodist" this means I have heard and am responding to God's call.
Do you want to be a Methodist too?
If you are bold, speak aloud or come forward.
If you are not so bold, speak to me sometime this week.
In any case, "I am a Methodist" this means that I know Jesus loves you and calls you to
follow him. As I visit house to house, workplace to workplace, on the phone and in the
street, I will always have one offer, "How can I help you follow Jesus?"

